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Preface. 

(YYt ^ t^^ks are due to ^ thofe who have kindly helped 
^j* me in this little work. Firft of all to the Duke 
of Portland, for permiffion to examine and meafure his 
Caftle ; to Mr. A. Hartfhorne, Mr. J. Adin, and Mr. C. 
Hinde, for the loan of MSS. and papers ; the Librarians 
of the Britilh Mufeum, Record Office, City of London 
Mufeum, Mufeum of Pra&ical Geology, the Bradford, 
Sheffield, and Doncafter Public Libraries, for help in 
fearching for ancient books and MSS. ; to the Marquis of 
Normanby, the Marquis de Ruvigney, Mifs May Kendall, 
Mr. A. Hartfhorne, and others, for help in revifing ; and 
my old friend, Mr. E. Da Cofta, for kind affiftance in the 
fearch of books. 

The illuftrations are drawn by Mr. J. Harrison, of 
Chefterfield. The view of the Caftle is taken from Pegge's 
11 Hiftory of Bolfover," 1785, and flightly differs from the 
Caftle as it now ftands. 
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The Name 

tfifWTL fmall town of Derbyfhire now called Bolfover — or, 
^ locally, "Bozer" — takes its name from "over," which 
means a " high place," and " Bel," or Baal, the name of 
the heathen god ; and thus Bolfover would fignify, " Bel's 
high place*" 

It is an open queftion whether this " Bel " was the 
Phoenician god of that name, or whether he was an inde- 
pendent Britilh god of fire, more or lefs conne&ed with 
tin and lead fmelting. But as tin and lead mining in the 
early days of England was encouraged by, if not carried 
on by, the Phoenicians, it is moft likely that the affixes, 
11 Bel," " Bal," and " Bol," are of Phoenician origin. 
Higgins, Leigh, and Rawlinfon, with the author of " Bri- 
tannia Antiqua Illuftrata," are ftrongly in favour of the 
theory that the Phoenicians were early vifitors to, if not 
colonizers of, Great Britain. 

In fome places of Great Britain fires are ftill faid to be 
lighted upon high hills — a relick of the days when fuch 
" boles," or wind hearths, were ignited in honour of Bel. 
A tradition exifts that the church Hands on the fite of a 
heathen temple, for which no fitter " high place " could be 
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found than the heights of Bolfover. The names " Bele " 
and " Bal " occur among the various fpellings of Bolfover. 
Other names in the neighbourhood are found with the 
name " Bel," as — Belper, B alii don, Arbelow (which is one 
of the original heathen temples ftill Handing), Beeley, etc. 

William Bray fays : " Near the church of Ellefborough " 
(probably in Bucks., near Tring), "on a round hill, is an 
ancient fortification, called Belinufs Caftle above which is 
an high hill called Belinefbury Hill." This description 
anfwers very well to Bolfover ; hence it is probable that 
the fortifications (earthworks) of Bolfover and Belinus 
were to proteft the Beltein fires which were kindled on 
the i ft May. 

The following lift confifts of various readings of Bolfover, 
with the authority and date : — 

Balfover. Guthrie's Atlas, 1818. 

Boulfover. Ancient maps in the Derby Mufeum, 

15001800. 
Bollefover. Document, in the hands of Mr. C. Hinde, 

Bolfover, dated 1656. 
Belefovre. Domefday Book. 
Bowlfouer. Back of playing cards, 17th century (fee 

Strand Magazine, Feb., 1893). 

Bolfovers. Inq. Poft Mortem, 14th century. 

Bulefhour. Rotuli Litterarum Pat, 14th century. 

Bozer. Catalogue of State Papers, 1644. 

The 
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The Town. 

WTOLSOVER, in its earlier days, muft have prefented 
\!r an impofing appearance, Handing then, as it does 
ftill, on the contour of a high and lofty range of hills, 
commanding fome 200 fquare miles of the valley beneath, 
with its Caftle, ftrong and prepared for war, towering up 
againft the fky, flanked with its grim and mercilefs Nor- 
man walls. 

On the fide of the town, as far from the Caftle as 
poflible, and all but outfide the old earth defences, as if 
fearlefs of hurt, the Parilh Church reared its fteepled 
tower, pointing upward, and teaching other leffons than 
thofe of war and bloodlhed. 

And the townfpeople dwelling between the Church and 
the Caftle, with the matin bell from the one fide calling 
them to their daily mafs, the bugle founding all day long 
from the other fide, and at any moment ready to blow 
the alarm blaft of battle, in thofe medieval, troublous 
days ; the Prieft alone, guarded by his facred order, 
fearlefs alike of Baron or foe. 

To us, in thefe days of ftrikes and mob-rule, a colliery 
village with its unarmed, half-ruinous caftle, prefents a 
vaftly different fpe&acle from that of a garrifoned town with 
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a caftle filled with warriors clad in mail, and armed cap- 
d-pie, accuftomed to order and obey at the blowing of a 
trumpet, and to march with the clanging of the cymbals 
and the beating of the drum into the din of battle and 
the jaws of death, the Market Place liable to be filled 
with carnage at any moment. 

To get a truer idea of the importance of Bolfover fome 
500 or 600 years ago, we muft remember that it was the 
only fortified town in the neighbourhood, and that it 
equalled in importance, if it did not exceed, the Sheffield, 
Rotherham, Chefterfield, and Manffield of thofe days. 
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Earthworks. 

fl(30UND the town of Bolfover there are to be feen the 
VJr greater portions of fome large earth fortifications, 
confiiling of a high mound and outfide ditch. Earthworks 
of any kind are by no means commonly found in Derby- 
fhire, and, indeed, it is a rare occurrence to find any 
village or town with earth fortifications ftill encircling it 
round about And where fuch earthworks are found — as 
at Abury, Plefhey, and Bolfover — their origin is loft in 
obfcurity, and no legend has come down with them. And 
fo we can but form opinions and arrive at poflibilities and 
probabilities. 

As will be feen by the Plan of Bolfover, thefe earth- 
works here are of a peculiar form, and differ from thofe 
of Plefhey and Abury, in that while thefe two are circular 
in form — as are moft earthworks — the earthworks at Bol- 
fover end at the edge of the hill, unlefs they ever ran 
along the contour of the range, as at Byrth Hill. The 
encampment moft refembling Bolfover is at Markland 
Gripps, where the remains of fome earth mounds may ftill 
be viewed, which in old days cut off a portion of a pro- 
montory. As thefe are within four miles of each other, it 
is likely that they have a common origin. 

c It 
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It is poflible that Bolfover enclofure was a collecting- 
place for the warriors in very early days, round their 
temple and fires, when there was no caftle to defend the 
inhabitants of this hidden but important village on the 
moors ; and that the enclofure at Markland was not fo 
much a place of defence as of retreat and an inner hiding- 
place, to which women, children, and cattle might efcape 
acrofs the fwamps when a foe was feen approaching this 
eaftern range from the oppofite heights. 

The earthworks on the fouth-eaft fide have all but 
difappeared, but can ftill be traced (1895) partly within 
the churchyard wall, completing the irregular curve coming 
from the north. This portion of the mound and ditch has 
been deftroyed to form a roadway. The ending of the 
mound and ditch at Hill Top is peculiar, as it takes a 
fudden curve as if to be continued back along the edge 
of the crags, and by no means covers the Caftle promon- 
tory, but leaves a commanding pofition outfide, actually 
looking down upon the Caftle walls, which might eafily 
have been avoided by a rather larger fweep. 

At the Brown dyke (a fpring and horfe pond now), a 
branch mound and ditch, fimilar to the other, runs in a 
fouth-eaft curve, meeting the edge of the hills where the 
laft of the four Watch Towers takes up the defence. As 
thefe Watch Towers were erected about 1642, and this 
branch of the earthworks joins them — ie. } completes the 

c 1 outer 
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outer defence — this faft feems to date this wing of the 
earthworks as of Stuart date ; the object of both poffibly 
being the protection (in that troublous time during the 
revolt of Cromwell) of the new chapel and coftly tomb 
juft added to the Church, in memory of Sir Charles 
Cavendifh, 1617. 

Whether Bolfover was ever a walled town, or in the 
days of the Norman Caftle had a ftrong wall running 
along the edge of the hills now occupied by the Watch 
Towers, we have at prefent no evidence to prove. The 
prefent garden walls belonging to the houfes in High 
Street (how no figns of antiquity or uniformity. 
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Cajlle. 

tflfWR abfence of any mention of the Caftle of Bolfover 
^ in the Domefday furvey, combined with the fa6t that 
there is neither remnant nor record of an earlier ftrong- 
hold, is good evidence that no ftone caftle exifted prior 
to the Norman invafion. But about 1120 a.d. a Caftle 
was built (as Hamilton-Gray very ably fhows), probably 
by William Peverel the younger. This ftronghold paffed 
through various viciffitudes, at one time being held by a 
governor for the ruling king, at another being held by 
fome rebel baron or more or lefs independent favourite. 
So conftant were the changes, that in eleven years — 
1 2 23- 1 234 — in the reign of Henry III., there were eleven 
changes in the governors. 

At one time the Earl of Chefter was lord of Bolfover ; 
then the Marquis of Abergavenny ; Edmund Tudor, the 
father of Henry VII. ; the Duke of Norfolk, the firft or 
fecond of the title (which, by the way, is the oldeft ducal 
title in England) ; the Earl of Shrewfbury ; the Marquis 
of Newcaftle ; the Cavendifh family ; and now the Duke 
of Portland. 

At one time, Charles I. honoured Bolfover Caftle with 
his prefence. Soon after, Cromwell's foldiers defpoiled its 
armoury. 

There 
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There are no vifible remains of the Norman Caftle 
now exifting. The fite of the Caftle was well chofen. 
It ftands on a rocky promontory (yellow limeftone) over- 
hanging the great Scarfdale Valley, protefted, in earlier 
days, from behind by the boggy moors, fince redeemed, 
but ftill retaining the name in the "Bolfover Moor." 

Probably the outfide boundary of the actual Norman 
fortrefs was the footway leading from Hockley up the 
Breck, pall the prefent National Schools, and down Caftle 
Lane toward Sutton. A fimilar fortrefs, occupying a 
tongue of land, may be found at Berry Head, in Devon- 
Ihire, now in ruins. 

The earlieft portion of the prefent Caftle buildings is 
the Early Englifli arch, joining the ruins to the circular 
wall. 

The next in date is the circular wall, enclofing the 
fpace called the bailey. This is of Early Tudor times, as 
is fhewn by the architecture of the windows and alcoves, 
and ere&ed about 1480. 

The fquare Keep is pure Elizabethan from bafement 
to roof, infide and out, and is almoft the only Elizabethan 
Caftle (as diftinft from Hall and Manfion) in exiftence. 
It was built in the early days of James L, and completed 
about 1616. 

The Ruins are a few years later, and the Riding 
School later ftill. 

The 
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The four Watch Towers, and probably the eaft wing 
of the earthworks, were put up about 1642 (which date 
Hamilton-Gray feems to have deciphered on one of the 
towers), on the firft indication of civil war. 

As fome have claimed a portion of the prefent Keep 
to be of Norman architecture, it may be well to (late 
that Pegge (who wrote in 1785) and Glover (1831) both 
aflert that there were in their days no remains of Nor- 
man archite6lure to be feen, and careful examination now 
confirms their ftatement. 

There feems to be no defcription or pifture of the 
Norman Caftle as yet difcovered, but probably it flood on 
the fame ground as the prefent building ; and it would be 
interefting to know what became of all the fhaped Hones 
that formed the Norman arches. The oldefl pi&ures of 
the Caftle are by Diepenbeck, 1620 ; Buck, 1728 ; Rook, 

1783. 
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Courtyard or Bailey Wall. 

2J*HIS wall is one of the moft interefting and unique 
^ portions of the Caftle. It is 500 feet from end to 
end, fourteen feet high, and ten feet wide. The a&ual 
wall may be in fome places ten feet thick ; or thefe feem- 
ingly thick portions may be hollow, which is the more 
probable, as in feveral places where there are rooms the 
wall is only twenty inches in thicknefs. 

The fhape of the wall is an irregular multilateral 
figure, of about ten unequal fides. The date of the wall 
as it now (lands would be about 1480, and was probably 
erefted either by Edmund Tudor or his fon, Henry VII. 

There are three early Tudor alcoves opening into the 
bailey, about five feet deep; and five rooms, the archi- 
tecture of which is much later than that of the alcoves, 
two being Elizabethan, like the Keep, and three which 
are together are Georgian. Through one of thefe later 
rooms an opening was evidently once made and ufed as a 
temporary cartway. 

There are no windows or loopholes of any kind on 
the outfide of this wall, from which a gun could have been 
fired or any aftive defence made. There are no battle- 
ments to the walls as they now ftand, but they are 
fhown in Cavendifh's " Horfemanfhip " as exifting in the 
feventeenth century. 

d The 
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The Keep. 

jJ^HE large fquare building, ftill as perfect as when it 
^ was ere&ed, may be called the Keep, or Stronghold ; 
and is very ftrongly built The outfide walls vary in 
thicknefs from five feet in the bafement to nineteen inches 
about the middle, oddly enough increafing in thicknefs 
again toward the top, where they are three and a half feet 
in fome places. 

Some of the infide walls are very thick, the thickeft 
being in the upper floor, and apparently of folid ftone. 
Hence, as the floors and flairs are of ftone or concrete, 
the weight at the top muft be enormous. 

The Keep is 60 feet fquare on the outfide, and 95 feet 
high in its higheft point, and contains 26 rooms, befides 
fmall odd compartments. 

The Dining Hall (33 feet by 21 feet) is wainfcotted 
with oak and has a fine Elizabethan groined roof, and, 
like other rooms in the building, contains large pictures, 
painted on the walls. The fireplaces throughout the Keep 
are compofed of various marbles and are well worth care- 
ful examination, and remain in a very perfelt ftate. 

The Bafement and Ground Floor are of great intereft, 
as here may be feen the pillars and groined roofs fupport- 
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ing the reft of the building. As may generally be feen 
in ancient ftru&ures, great attention was given to the 
foundation, hence Bolfover Keep, after braving the gales, 
which fweep up the valley, for nigh upon 300 years, is 
ftill as perfeft as when it was built. The bafement 
columns are all pure Elizabethan — fquare, with the corners 
bevelled, except the column in the larder (of the fame 
date), which is oblong, and of greater thicknefs to uphold 
the mafs of ftonework on the flairs above. 

In the centre of the leaden roof rifes a dome-ftiaped 
lantern, giving light to the unique "chatting alcoves" in 
the 4< Parlour " below. 
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Early Engli/h Archway. 

A^ONNECTING the circular wall with the ruins is the 
^■^ earlieft fpecimen of ftonework now vifible at the 
Caftle, namely, a Gothic archway a<5ting as a bridge. 
This dates from the thirteenth century, and runs (lightly 
fideways through a ten feet wall, fo as to form a partial 
protection from an arrow (hot. 

This archway was poffibly the commencement of an 
outer wall, and when the Manfion (now in ruins) was 
erected, it was evidently utilized as an outfide and upper 
entrance to the Manfion, as feen by a blocked up door- 
way. There is no appearance of a dire& and covered 
connexion between the Keep and the Manfion, unlefs it 
is poflible that there was a fecond floor to the circular 
wall, forming a long, covered paffage; which feems hardly 
likely. 
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Conduit. 

0J*HE builders of the prefent Caftle, taking a cue from 
^ the Romans, manifefted their ingenuity in the Water 
Supply for the Caftle. Finding a fpring of good water 
among the crags on the other fide of the Hockley gully, 
they ere&ed a fubftantial water-houfe as a collecting tank 
(the old leadwork was carried to Welbeck a few years 
ago), and by means of a channel condu&ed the ftream 
down the fides of the gully, acrofs a fmall rivulet, and up 
the promontory to a fecond water-houfe adjoining the 
Caftle, and level with the firft. 

This Conduit, locally called "condy," is ftill in working 
order. The remains of a fimilar conduit of Roman date 
may be feen at Southampton, fupplying water to the 
French Gate. (The fpring is in Hill Lane, in the 
grounds of Mr. Sprainger, a central water-houfe being 
near S. Peter's Church.) 

The Caftle water-houfe may be feen — the lower ftorey 
being on the outfide of the wall — in the (hrubbery, and an 
upper ftorey near the greenhoufes in the Caftle grounds. 
The remains of a window for the lower ftorey are ftill 
vifible. An overflow from this water-houfe runs under the 
Caftle grounds into the old park, and now forms a water 
fupply for the Bolfover Colliery Company's village. 

King 
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King Charles. 

2J*HE only king who ever to our knowledge honoured 
^ Bolfover with a vifit was Charles I., of revered 
memory; unlefs we take the ftatement gathered from old 
documents in the Patent Rolls, that King John vifited 
Bolfover in a.d. 1200 and again in 1201, as true, which 
is doubtful. The vifit of Charles was in the days when 
the prefent Caftle was in a perfect (late. Then the 
Manfion, which is now a crumbling ruin, formed the chief 
portion of the noble pile ; the fields below formed a 
park, bounded by the ftream that divides Bolfover from 
Duckmanton ; fervants peopled the Caftle, and rich fur- 
niture garnifhed its halls. 

The Marquis of Newcaftle — who afterwards, in the time 
of reverfe, proved his loyalty to the Stuart family — the 
owner of the Caftle in thofe days, in the year 1633 enter- 
tained King Charles I. with great magnificence, fpending 
fome ^4,000 on doing honour to his king. That Charles 
fhould have been the kingly vifitor to Bolfover is an 
efpecially pleafing faft, as he was the king among all the 
fovereigns of England who endeavoured to uphold the 
dignity of England's throne. 

Living 
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Living in peculiar times, among people in a reftlefs 
fpirit, apparently o£ a " devoted " family, Charles ftrove 
to maintain the true idea of kingfhip, and to be the "able- 
man" of a powerful nation; and, within a few years of 
his vifits to Bolfover, fuffered death as a witnefs to, 
or martyr for, the regal power, with all the noble dignity 
of which he was capable. 

Bolfover was graced a fecond time, about a year later, 
with the prefence of Charles, who brought with him the 
Queen Henrietta Maria; upon whofe coming, as we learn 
from the "Duchefs of Newcaftle's Memoirs," "the Duke 
of Newcaftle fent for all the gentry of the county to come 
and wait on their Majefties, and refigned Welbeck for 
their Majefties' lodging." From this account we gather 
that the King and Queen lived for the time at Wel- 
beck, and drove over to Bolfover for a great feaft and 
entertainment. 

A play was compofed for the occafion by Ben Jonfon, 
entitled, " Love's Welcome." ^14,000 is faid to have 
been fpent on this banquet. 

Unfortunately, ten years later, when Cromwell rofe in 
rebellion, the noble Marquis was not in the Caftle to 
protect Bolfover from the rebel army. 



Siege 



Digitized by 



Google 



(33) 

Siege of Bol/over. 

flKUT a few years had paffed away fince the welcome 
\^ vifit of England's king to Bolfover when civil war 
broke out on every fide, under the leaderfhip of Crom- 
well, Fairfax, and other agitators, who, under the pretence 
of religion and liberty, deftroyed the former and fet up 
abfolute tyranny in place of the latter. 

We can well imagine, then, with what fear the people 
of Bolfover would regard the movements of the rebels, 
efpecially when in their own neighbourhood ; with what 
hafte they would hide their precious carving of the Manger 
of Bethlehem when they heard of the defecration com- 
mitted by the fanatics to the Houfes of God; how the 
women and children would flee acrofs the moors to any 
place of refuge when the cry went forth, "The Rebels 
are upon us," 

Then it was that the rebel army, coming along the 
Sheffield Road (Hill Top) as defcribed below, took their 
Hand within the old earthworks, on the raifed field now 
(1895) occupied by Mr. Abel Sykes, and adjoining his 
houfe. It was from this point that the cannon ball was 
(hot, the mark of which may ftill be feen on the (tone 
gate-polls of the Caftle. 

E The 
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The following is an account of the fiege extra&ed from 
Glover's " Hiftory of Derbyfhire," and taken by him from 
the old chronicles of the rebels : — 

"Shortly after Auguft 16th, 1644, the noble Major- 
General having left Col. Bright, a commiffioner of my 
Lord Fairfax, and a party of foot in the Caftle" (Shef- 
field), "by the order of the mod noble Earl of Manchefter, 
advanced toward Bolfover Caftle about 8 miles from Shef- 
field. It be another ftronghold of Marqueffe Newcaftle's 
in Derbyfhire, which was well manned with foldiers, and 
ftrengthened with great guns, one whereof carried 18 
pound bullets, others nine, and it had ftrong works about 
it : yet this Caftle alfo, upon fummons was foon rendered 
up to my Lord's forces, upon fair and moderate articles 
granted to them. 

"It pleafed God to give us in this Caftle of Bolfover 
120 mufkets, befide pikes, halberts, etc. Also an iron 
drake, fome leaden bullets, two mortar pieces, fome other 
drakes, nine barrels of powder, with a proportion of match, 
fome victuals for our foldiers, and fome plunder." 
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s Caftle, Pojfeffors of. 

EURIC. Circa 1050. v 
William Peveril. 1068. ' 
William Peveril, jun., who built the Norman Caftle. 
Crown. 1 1 53- 1 189. 
Governors — 

Richard de Peck. 

William de Briwere. 

Brian de L'Ifle. 

William de Briwere. 1204.* 

Robert de Vetriponte. 1205.* 

Brian de Infula. 1208.* 

Nicholas de Chenet 1209.* 

William de Ferrers. 12 16. 

Brian de L'Ifle. 1216.* 

Gerard de Furnival. 1216.* 

William Ferrers, Earl of Derby. 1219.* 

Brian de L'Ifle. 1223.* 

Robert de Lexington. 

William de Briwere. 

Robert de Tatfhall. 

Brian de L'Ifle. 

Hugh le de Spencer. 

e 1 Gilbert 
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Gilbert de Segrave. 

William Ferrers. 
John the Scot, circa 1234, Earl of Chefter. 
Henry de Haftings, Lord of Abergavenny, 1238.* 
Crown, 1243-1315, 
Governors — 

Robert de Crepping. 1245,* 

Roger de Lovetot. 1253. 

Walter de la Grave. 1282.* 

Ralph Pipard. 1301. 

John de Everdon.* 
Robert de Malo Lacu. 1310.* 
Crown. Governor — Sir Richard Sturey. 1395. 
Robert Litton, partial owner. 
Farmed by Ralph, Lord Cromwell. 1448. 
Edmund Tudor, who probably built the Bailey wall. 
Crown. 1485. 

Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk. 1514.* 
Roger Grenehalgh. 1544.* 
Crown. 1546. 
Sir John Byrom. 1554. (?) 
George Lord Talbot, Earl of Salop. 1553.* 
Befs of Hardwick, who began the prefent Caftle. 
Sir Charles Cavendilh. 1608- 16 17. 

* Verified 1895 at the Record Office.— Ed. 

William 
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William Cavendifh, Marquis of Newcaftle. 1617-1644. 

Cromwell the Rebel, 1644-1660. 

William Cavendifh again. 1660- 1676. 

Henry Duke of Newcaftle. 1676- 169 1. 

Lady Margaret Cavendifh. 1691. 

Lady Margaret Cavendifh Harley, Countefs of Oxford. 

The Dukes of Portland. 1734 to prefent day. 

Allowed as a vicarage. Circa 1820- 1880. 

Now vacant 



/ 
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The Bentinck Family. 

*fr 'HE firft of the noble family of Bentincks who fettled 
^ in England was William, Lord of Diepenham. He 
held various appointments in the Court of Prince William 
of Orange. Among others, he attended his Prince as 
gentleman of the bedchamber, on a vifit to England in 
1670. He, moreover, performed many important fervices 
for him, at one time nurfing the Prince through a dangerous 
ficknefs ; the Prince on his recovery returning the kindnefs 
by nurfing Lord William Bentinck. 

He was created Earl of Portland, 1689. 

Henry, fon of William Bentinck, was created Duke of 
Portland, 17 16. 

William, fon of Henry, born 1708, married Lady 
Margaret Cavendifh Harley in 1734, and became fecond 
Duke of Portland. 

The third Duke was William Henry Cavendifh Ben- 
tinck, born 1738, and fucceeded to the title 1762; "and," 
as Guthrie fays, "after finiftiing the courfe of his educa- 
tion at Weftminfter School, fet out upon his travels, from 
whence he returned and took his feat in the houfe of peers." 

Guthrie gives the titles of the family in 1763 as (1) 
Duke of Portland, (2) Marquis of Titchfield, (3) Earl of 
Portland, (4) Vicount Woodftock, (5) Baron of Cirencefter. 

Extracts 
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Extrafis from State Papers. 

Rotuli Litterarum Patentium. (Royal Record Office.) 

44 £ JUNE, 1 310. Windfor. — Grant for life to Robert 
CJ de Malo Lacu, for his good fervice to the late 

and prefent kings, of the Caftle and Manor of Bollefovre, 

rendering yearly for the fame one fore-hawk. Mandate to 

Mailer John de Everdon to deliver to him the Caftle, 

with its armour, vi&uals, &c." 

" 17 April, 1 3 13." — Documents (howing that Robert de 
Malo Lacu was ftill in poffeffion of Bolfover. 

44 13 April, 1322. Pontefra6i — Extra men to be 
amoved, which had been placed in the Caftle of Bolefovre 
during the late difturbances in the realm." 

Rotuli Chartamm. (Royal Record Office.) 

In the year 1200, Robert Avenel was "Perfona" 
(parfon) of Bolfover. 
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Calendar of State Papers. 

Dome/lie Series. 

"7TH March, 1628. Weftminfter.— Grant to William 
Vifcount Manffield, of the feveral dignities of Lord 
Cavendifh, of Bolfover, in co. Derby, and Earl of New- 
caftle-upon-Tyne." 

" 10 October, 163 1. Bolfover. — William Earl of New- 
caftle to the Council The infection of the plague has 
prevented the taking mufters for co. Nottingham. Inclofes 
account for co. Derby. 1. Certificate of forces of co. 
Derby, with provifion of ammunition : Totals — trained fol- 
diers, 400 ; private arms, 400 ; horfe, 72 ; forces of the 
clergy, 50." 

11 10 Auguft, 1644." — A document with this date is a 
letter from Edward Earl of Manchefter, a commander of 
the rebel army, in which he expreffes his fear of having 
to " pafs under the danger of Bolfover Caftle " on his way 
from Newark to Chefter. 

11 20 September, 1644." — George Hancock, in a peti- 
tion to a Committee under the Rebels, afks for a penfion, 
and dates that he was "at the taking of Bozer Caftle." 

" 10 December, 1644. — The Committee of both King- 
doms 
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doms ordered, That a letter be written to the Committee 
of Derby to certify to this Committee their reafons why 
Bolfover Caftle fhould not be kept up as a garrifon, and 
in the mean time to defire them to provide for it as for 
their other forces, till further order from this Committee." 

"13 December, 1644. Derby Houfe. — Committee of 
both Kingdoms to the Committee of Derby. Some of 
your county have petitioned us for the maintenance of a 
garrifon in Bolfover Caftle, while others have decided that 
it fhould be demolifhed. This Committee defires to know 
the reafons why you would have the fortifications thereof 
demolifhed." 

"31 January, 1644-45. York. — Ferdinando Lord Fair- 
fax, Sir Thos. Fairfax, Francis Pierrepont, Sir William 
Conftable, and Robert Goodwin to the Committee of both 
Kingdoms. That CoL Afhenhurft, governor of Bolfover 
Caftle, with divers gentlemen of Derbyfhire, has been with 
us : he has performed the truft repofed in him very care- 
fully for the laft fix months. It was and is a place very 
confiderable, and neceffary, as we conceive, to be main- 
tained and kept as a garrifon, being a frontier to the 
county ; yet, notwithftanding, Sir John Gell, in difpofing 
of the money of the county, has not thought fit to give 
any allowance during this time. We recommend this to 
your confideration, that the col. and commanders with him 
may be thought of according to their merits, and order 
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taken for the continuance of the pay of the garrifon fo 
long as it fhall be thought neceffary to be kept" 

" 13 November, 1645. — Proceedings at the Committee 
of both Kingdoms. Ordered : 1. That the articles of 
agreement concerning the dif-garrifoning of Welbeck, Bol- 
fover and Tickhill, being now read, are agreed to, and 
the fame to be fignified to CoL-Genl. Poyntz and the 
Committees of Derby and Notts. 2. That the garrifon 
of Bolfover and Tickhill be ordered to march and join 
CoL-Genl. Poyntz in the fervice againft Newark." 

"22 Auguft, 1648. Proceedings at the Committee of 
both Houfes, at Derby Houfe. Prefent, Earl of Mul- 
grave" and others. "Ordered, That the Lord General's 
letter on behalf of Col. Afhenhurft, to be [appointed] 
Governor of Bolfover Caftle, be recommended to the 
confideration of the Committee of co. Derby." 

Calendar of State Papers : Dome/He Series. M. A. E. 
Green, 1875 : — 

"27 Mar., 1649. — Order in Parliament, That the 
Council of State confider as to the prefent demolifhing 
of Bolfover and Clithero Caftles." 

" 23 June, 1649. — The Commiffioners for county 
Derbylhire to fee that Bolfover Caftle is made untenable, 
according to the defire of the gentlemen of the county, 
and the materials fold to defray expenfes." 



Digitized by 



Google 



(43) 

"2 July, 1649. Whitehall — Council of State to the 
Derbylhire Committee, To avoid the charge of a garrifon 
in Bolfover Caftle, and yet to prevent danger if it fhould 
be furprifed and kept by an enemy, we refer it to your 
care to do it fo as the Houfe itfelf, as it relates to private 
habitation, may be as little prejudiced as may be; but let 
the outworks abroad, and garden walls of the frontier court 
that are of ftrength be demolifhed, and all the doors of 
the houfe be taken away and flight ones fet in their 
place ; as alfo the iron bars of the windows, and the 
material of the walls that are taken down improved to 
the beft, and the charge of demolifhing defrayed out of 
the revenue thereof. And for the better expediting this 
work, the foldiers now there are to be employed thereon, 
and not drawn thence until it is finifhed." 

" 2 March, 1650, — The Lord General to fend Major 
Taylour's company, now at Bolfover, to Nottingham Caftle, 
for the better ftrengthening of that place/' 

14 13 April, 1650. — To write the Commiffioners for 
Derbyftiire to proceed with the demolition of Bolfover 
Caftle, according to the Aft of Parliament" 
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Church. 

^7S has been pointed out elfewhere (page 13), there is 
otV ftrong evidence to fhow that the place occupied by 

the Chriftian Church now was the fite of a temple dedi- 
cated to the god Bel, or Baal. 

At fome date (656 has been fuggefted), but it was 
probably in the earlier days of Chriftianity a Chriftian 
Altar was firft erected. And though this building has 
yielded to age and to fucceflive ere6Uons, and though 
peoples, Governments, cuftoms, and details have changed, 
the Faith of the Catholic Church and fervices have here 
remained the fame in all effential points. The Liturgy is 
the fame except in details, the priefts have the fame orders, 
the worfhippers in this church belong to the fame one 
Holy Catholic Church, and the Euchariftic Sacrifice has 
been here offered for perhaps the last twelve hundred 
years or more. 

In Saxon times, about a.d. iooo, a ftone church was 
built, of which a portion ftill remains ; namely, part of fouth 
wall of the chancel, including the prieft's doorway and 
prieft's window. Over this doorway is a tympanum, on 
which is carved the Crucifixion of our Bleffed Saviour, 
with our Lady and S. John (landing by (fee plate). The 
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prieft's window was, as now, for the purpofe of giving 
light to the minifter in his flail. It has been called a 
11 Lazarus window for viewing the celebration of Mafs " ; 
but, as may eafily be feen, the altar could not have been 
in view from this window, fince ' it mull have been eaft 
of the priefts door, hence could not have ferved this pur- 
pofe. A fimilar priefts window is in Perivale Church, 
Middlefex 

About the year 1200 an " Early Englifh " building 
feems to have replaced the earlier. Of this building there 
ftill remains a confiderable portion, namely, the chancel 
arch, once deftroyed, but literally " reftored " to its place 
in 1878, the ftones of the arch being found in the north 
wall ; fome portions of the chancel, including the corner 
buttreffes ; the fouth aifle pillars and fome portion of the 
arches ; the fouth wall and portions of the window traceries; 
the tower up to the beginning of the fpire ; font ; altar 
tomb in the fouth aifle, which, perhaps, belongs to the 
founder of this thirteenth century building ; (the upper por- 
tions of this tomb and the flab itfelf are modern repairs). 

The lower part of the eaft window is old — perhaps of 
11 Perpendicular " date — and is blocked up with ftone, and 
apparently always has been. 

Other old treafures are — the tomb flab of " William 
Woodhoufe, Efq.," 13 10; three flabs, each with a full- 
length incifed ornamental crofs, on the chancel floor, 
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(there are two others in the Caftle wall, below the ter- 
race) ; an ambry in the fouth-eaft corner of the chancel — 
i.e. f a cupboard for the fafe keeping of the facred veffels — 
but the door and (helf are loft. The Bethlehem is 
mentioned feparately. 

Sacred Veffels. — The ancient church plate has vanifhed, 
as in moil parifhes. At prefent, there is a fairly old filver 
chalice of Pruffian or Auftrian make, date about 1700 
a.d. Previous to 1893 (when a fmall filver paten was 
given by fubfcription) there was no paten; a plated falver, 
intended to hold the " breads " on the credence, being 
ufed in its place. There is a large flagon. 

Bells. — The ancient bells, like the plate, have dis- 
appeared, modern ones having taken their place, not one 
of the mediaeval bells remaining. The bells are fix in 
number, and are well rung. 
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Manger of Bethlehem. 

A%NE of the moll remarkable and precious poffeffions 
^^ of Bolfover is the ancient and unique carving of the 
Manger of Bethlehem. This obje6l of devotion feems at 
all times to have been held in veneration by the faithful 
here. So unique and uncommon is this carving that an 
explanation of its obje£t will not be out of place. 

Sometimes there may be met with what is termed a 
11 Calvary " — ie. 9 a carved reprefentation of our mod 
BlefTed Lord as crucified on Calvary — to remind the 
faithful of the coft of their redemption ; fometimes a 
" Sepulcher," reprefenting our Lord as refting in the tomb 
after the hard won battle of Good Friday, to remind the 
faithful of their fins which put to death the Son of God. 
Again, at Chrift's-Mafs time, may be met with in churches 
a temporary " Manger of Bethlehem," to remind the faith- 
ful of Him "Who for us men and for our falvation came 
down from heaven." Now it was with this latter objeft 
that, in days gone by (circa a.d. 1300), one or more of 
the believers gave this permanent " Manger of Bethlehem " 
to the Church of Bolfover. 

This " Bethlehem " is of one block of ftone, carved in 
relief — in length, five feet ; in height, two and a half feet ; 
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in depth, one foot — and confifts of: the Stable, the Holy 
Child (headlefs now) fitting on His Mother's knee ; S. 
Jofeph (headlefs); one of the royal Magi fwinging a cen- 
fer in the fhape of a crown ; another figure, a child (half 
head miffing), poffibly S. John Baptift; the Ox and Afs 
looking over the Manger. The figure of Our Lady is 
perfeft, and feems once to have had a jewel on her breaft. 
The hiftory of this Bethlehem feems to be as follows : — 
(i) About a.d. 1300, placed in Bolfover Church as a 
reminder to the faithful, and occupied a place of honour 
and veneration for fome 340 years. 

(2) 1644 or thereabout, buried with care, face down- 
ward, near the prieft's doorway on the fouth fide of the 
chancel, where it remained for fome 60 years, during the 
difturbed and iconoclaftic periods of the feventeenth century, 

(3) About 1705, remembered by the old people and 
reftored to a place infide the church, where it has remained 
ever fince, with more or lefs veneration, and is ftill (1894) 
decorated with flowers at Chrift's-Mafs. 

Great honour is due to Bolfover for having preferved 
fo rare a relic, and it is to be much wiftied that this trea- 
fure may be repaired, and enfhrined in a more permanent 
manner. 
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Cavendifh Chapel. 

2|^HIS Chapel was ere&ed — probably on the fite of the 
^ Lady Chapel, or Chapel of the Bethlehem — in 1617, 
for the reception of the tomb of Sir Charles Cavendifti, 
who died that year. The tomb is one of the fineft of its 
kind, very early Jacobean. Sir Charles and his wife, 
Baronefs Ogle (in her own right), lie in effigy, fide by 
fide, in alabafter; and below are figures of three fons. 
Height of tomb circa 26 feet. Blue and other marbles 
enrich this tomb. 

The Chapel contains another large monument, rather 
higher than the firft, of the Corinthian ftyle. This, as 
well as the former, coft many thoufands of pounds — fome- 
thing like ,£15,000 is faid to have been the coft of this 
one. It was erefted to the memory of Henry Cavendifh, 
fecond Duke of Newcaftle, who died 1691, and whofe 
body lies buried in the vault beneath. 

Several others have been fince buried in the fame 
vault, among others the late Baronefs Bolfover. 

The Chapel being enclofed, and the door kept under 
lock and key, the monuments are in all but perfe6l ftate. 
The architect of the Chapel, and alfo of the Caftle, was 
Huntingdon Smithfon, who during the latter part of his 
life refided at Bolfover. 

g 1 An 
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An Old Diary. 

9|*HE diary of a certain Benjamin Granger has come 
^ down to us, from which we gather fomething of the 
life of Bolfover people in old times. Granger feems to 
have been a lawyer living at Bolfover at the end of the 
feventeenth century, and his diary covers the years 1688 — 
1708. 

We are told in this diary that the income of the 
endowment of the church was only ^14 a year; and 
though this fum would go further in thofe days than it 
would now in Bolfover (where the rent of a labourer's 
cottage is £g — £1$ a year), yet, even then, no one without 
an income from another fource could well make ends meet 
Then, as now, the Englifh mind could not welcome or 
underftand a prieft who was willing to live a poor and 
hard life for the love of God ; hence, if he had not 
money, he was tempted to live as if he had. The people 
make the prieft. 

So we find frequent changes at the church, there being 
no lefs than three vicars in the ten years 1690— 1700. 

The hiftory of the Bolfover clergy feems to have been 
that, if they once came to this moor town, they were 
forgotten by the bifhops and the reft of the world, and 
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left either to ftruggle on alone till death, or to fall a 
viftim to defpair. 

1690 onward were the days when no honourable prieft 
could hold a charge, all England having loft its fenfe of 
right and honour. The clergy had taken oath to James 
II., of glorious memory, as their rightful king, and when 
required to reject their king for an ufurper, the good and 
the true, headed by feven faithful bifhops of the Church 
of God, retired from their charges ; fo that there is 
no wonder that a perjured prieft fhould be a faithlefs 
paftor. Hence we read in the diary that the dead were 
buried "without Chriftian burial," rich and poor alike 
The diary mentions, however, that the Duke of Newcaftle, 
at his funeral at Bolfover, "had the ferimoneyes of the 
church adminiftered ; " but only becaufe his family brought 
their own prieft. 

A church rate in thofe days would come to about ^15, 
for repairs to the church, etc. This was at the rate of 
fourpence in the pound. The town was governed by a 
conftable, who feems to have been appointed yearly, or, 
at leaft, very frequently, as we read of fix being appointed 
within feventeen years. 
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Church Regijlers. 

0J*HE Church Regifters are original, on rough vellum, 
^ partly in Latin, neatly bound of late years, date from 
1603, and are in three volumes. 

The following details are extra&ed from the MS. title 
pages in the books: — 

Vol. I. 1603— 1667 (fize, \$y%\TL. by 5#in.). 
The contents of this volume may be divided into parts, 
as follows : — 

Part 1. Burials and Marriages, 1603 a.d. Baptifms, 
Marriages, and Burials, 1604 — 17, entered con- 
fecutively year by year. 
Part 2. After 161 7 the Marriages follow feparately, 
16 1 8 — 51 ; then (after fome interpolations) Baptifms, 
163^ — 52. Note: The Baptifms between 16 18 and 
1 63 1 are miffing. After the entries of 1652 there 
is one Baptifm of 1654, one of 1667, and, at back, 
one of 1663. Burials i6££ to Nov., 1646. 
Vol. II. 1653 — x 7°5 (fi ze > ^o^in. by 6in.). 
This volume contains the appointment of Thomas 
Baker to be regiftrar of Bolfover in the "Commonwealth" 
period, 1653. 

Part 
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Part i. Baptifms, Proclamations of Intentions of Mar- 
riages, Marriages a&ual, and Burials, Jan., 1653 — 
April, 1657. Then occurs an hiatus until 1663, 
except a few interpolations on blank fpaces of the 
laft leaf. 

Part 2. Marriages, Burials, and Baptifms, 1662 — 1704. 

Vol. III. 170J — 1757 (fize, i3#in. by 6j^in.). 

Baptifms, Jan., 170$ — 8th Aug., 171 1 ; Burials, 
Jan., 170$ — 10th Sept., 171 1. Note: Below the laft 
burials is interpolated a baptifm, 28th June, 1731, 
and one of 173^. Burials, 14 April, 17 13 — Sep- 
tember, 1 7 14, with interpolation of later date. Odd 
Baptifms and Marriages, 170? — 17 14. 

There are alfo later regifters. 
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Market Places and Crofs. 

*tN the centre of Bolfover are two old Market Places, 
%3 in the upper of which ftand the remains of the 

ancient Crofs, the bafe of which is eight feet square, with 

five tiers of fteps. 

In the purer days of Chriftianity, the people of Bolfover 
eredled this crofs — the fymbol of our redemption — as an 
acknowledgment of their faith. This Crofs feems to have 
furvived the various religious changes in the fixteenth and 
feventeenth centuries, but about the time of the later 
Georges was allowed to fall into decay, till at laft it 
reached the ruinous ftate that Pleafley Crofs now (1894) 
exhibits. About 1887, the fteps of Bolfover Crofs were 
repaired, but difgraced by the ereftion of a lamp-poft in 
the focket of the Crofs. 

In 1894, a generous offer was made by a former curate 
of Bolfover to reftore, at his own coft, this Market Crofs, 
to plant trees and place feats near; but this offer was 
reje&ed by the Local Board of that year, to the lofs of 
the town. 

Formerly, the town had an important Chartered Market, 
dating from the thirteenth century, but loft its rights fome- 
time about the firft rebellion in the feventeenth century. 

A 
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A "Statutes Fair," or hiring fair, at one time was held in 
Bolfover, November the firft ; and other fairs on Eafter 
Monday and S. John Baptift day. Thefe two laft- named 
fairs were held, later on, the laft Friday in April and 
the firft Friday in Oftober, but have ceafed altogether ; 
now, every Friday and Saturday evening, a few flails may 
be feen in the lower Market Place. But the Bolfover 
tradefpeople are very conservative, and ftrongly oppofe any 
attempt to reftore the town to its old pofition among its 
neighbours, and to combine in trade, or welcome ftrangers. 



Patronal Feafts. 

9j^HE Patronal Feafts — S. Mary, Auguft 15th ; and S. 
^ Laurence, Auguft 10th — are no longer kept as high 
feftival at the altar of God. The name, however, and 
the fecular part of the feftival are kept up during the 
week ; and though the parifh do not affemble round God's 
altar, yet, on the Sunday neareft to S. Laurence Feaft, a 
children's flower fervice in the afternoon and an open-air 
addrefs in the churchyard in the evening are held. 

H Ancient 



Digitized by 



Google 



(58) 



Ancient Religious Buildings. 

*fN High Street, Bolfover, there is ftill (landing an 
v ancient red brick (fmall Jacobean bricks) building, 
ere&ed in 1662 by the Prefbyterians of Chefterfield and 
the neighbourhood, who, by exifting law, were refused 
liberty of religion in a chartered town. This meeting- 
houfe did fervice for the Prefbyterians till 1772, when the 
Prefbyterian congregation metamorphofed themfelves into 
Independents, and was ufed by the Independents till 1893, 
when the building of their forefathers in religion was 
rejected for a newer ere&ion. 

A ftory is told of one of their young preachers who, in 
1 7 16, preached an independent fermon to the independent 
Prefbyterian congregation of this meeting-houfe in thofe 
days, and was there and then reje&ed. Whereupon this 
young man fubmitted himfelf to the Catholic Church, and, 
after receiving holy orders as a prieft, was commiflioned 
by her to preach to a more fubmiflive people, over whom 
he afterwards ruled as Metropolitan of Canterbury. This 
was Thomas Seeker. 

Another ancient building connefted with this part of 
Derbyfhire is the chapel of the Roman Nonconformifts at 
Spinkhill, a few miles from Bolfover. This hill, once fur- 
rounded 



Digitized by 



Google 



(59) 

rounded by fwamps and marfhes, was (in the days of the 
bloody perfecutions under Elizabeth and the Puritans) a 
fafe hiding place, and for three hundred years a refort for 
the Roman proteftors againft the Englilh Church. A fine 
fpecimen of a Jacobean holy water ftoup is on the outfide 
wall of the chapel. This chapel, however, is no longer 
kept facred, but ufed as a clafs-room, and is fituated over 
the entrance hall of the college of the Society of Jefus. 
Sprinkhill is and has been the head-quarters of the Romans 
who have dwelt in Bolfover and its neighbourhood 
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Dome/day Book, Extratt from. 

" *|N Belefovre Leuric had iii carucates of land hidable. 
*J Land for iv ploughs. There now in demefne ii 
ploughs, and xiv villanes and iii bordars having iv ploughs 
and viii acres of meadow, Wood, pafturable, ii miles in 
length, and i in breadth. T.R.E. VAL xl (hillings; now 
Ix Robert holds it." 



Government. 

*tN early days, the refident owner, or governor of the 
*J Caftle was probably the governor of the town as well. 
* n ^33, John Gorton, in his " Topographical Di&ionary," 
says, " The town is governed by a conftable and 2 head- 
boroughs, appointed by the Duke of Portland's Copyhold 
Court." 

In 1893, a Local Board was granted to the town. In 
1894, an Urban Diftri6l Council came into power, the 
chairman for the time being Juftice of the Peace, ex-officio. 
Office on this Council is greatly fought after, the working- 
claffes contending with the well-to-do and better educated 

men of the town. 

Education. 
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Education. 

£j*HERE is no old Foundation School in the town as 
^ there is in other neighbouring places, fuch as Chefter- 
field, Manffield, Staveley, etc. During the laft 150 years 
outfiders have opened fchools in Bolfover, which, not 
receiving the fupport of the people, have one after the 
other died out 

Elementary education has all but fuffered the fame 
fate. In 1756, the Countefs of Oxford left £6 a year 
as an endowment for a fchool ; but no one elfe aug- 
mented this fmall fum, fo that in 1829 the Rev* J. H. 
Gray found fix fcholars only. With great efforts, Mr. 
Gray, and afterwards the Rev. T. C. Hills, were enabled 
to perfuade the people of Bolfover to give their children 
fome kind of education. In 1872, by a Compulfory 
Education A61, the Government coming to the aid, made 
a law by which all children, whofe parents would not edu- 
cate them otherwife, fhould be taken from home for certain 
hours of the day and put under elementary inftruction. 

The elementary fchool buildings have lately been en 
larged, and other elementary fchools built in the parifh. 

Potteries. 
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Potteries. 

Slip Pottery. 

AVEAR the Market Place, on the left-hand fide going 
^ towards Town End, on a plot of ground ufed by Mr 
Chriftopher Hinde as a garden, fome 150 pieces of old 
pottery have been found, reprefenting 25 different "pots.* 
(Thefe pieces are now in the Britifh, Nottingham, and 
Derby Mufeums.) 

On reference to a document in the poffeflion of the 
fame Mr. Hinde, dated 17J& we find that the pottery up 
to that date was in the hands of Meffrs. Thomas Robin- 
fon, William Robinfon (probably brothers), and Thomas 
Robinfon the younger. At this date (1749), a Samuel 
Brailfford, who had premifes near, feems to have com- 
plained of the pot-works as a nuifance. Four tradefmen 
of the town, poffibly relations of the Robinfons, bound 
themfelves under a fum of ^20, payable to S. Brailfford, 
to obtain the confent of the potters, and caufe the nuifance 
to ceafe. The document is a bond figned by the three 
Robinfons, agreeing "to remove or pull down the pot- 
work or pot- works, fmoaking" (fie) "houfe or fmoaking 
houfes," on or before June 24th, 17I& or to ceafe from 
working them, under the fum of ^40, payable to the 

above-mentioned 
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above-mentioned tradefmen, namely, Thomas Hind, William 
Wilfon, Thomas Taylor, and John Nixon. One of thefe 
Robinfons left Bolfover about this time, and fet up a 
pottery at Brampton. 

The kind of pottery made at Bolfover was brown ware 
with a high glaze, fometimes plain, fometimes mottled, or 
with an incifed "flip." Very few whole fpecimens of Bol- 
fover ware have come to light ; but the being able to 
locate a " Slip " pottery is very important in the hiftory 
of ceramics. 

Known fpecimens of Bolfover pottery, 1895, are as 
follows : — 

(1) Light-brown fpeckled porringer. 

(2) Brown muftard pot. 

Both the above in poffeflion of Mr. C. Hinde. 

(3) Sugar bafon. Rev. T. C. Hills. 

(4) Sugar bafon. Cottage, Hill Top, Bolfover. 

(5) Charger. Mr. S. Richards, Old Friary, Nottingham. 

(6) Mug. 1762. 1 MnaHinde< 

(7) Ink pot. J 

The two laft are probably not actually of Bolfover 
make (the date of one is againft it), but made by Robin- 
fon at Brampton. 

Pipe Potteries. 

Mr. G. Beaumont and Capt. Hy. Difney, paffing through 

Bolfover 
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Bolfover in 1766, defcribe it as "a fmall, well-built town, 
noted only for making fine tobacco pipes." 

There feems to have been more than one pipe pottery f 
the chief one fituated fomewhere about Hockley valley 
Many fpecimens of thefe pipes are ftill found wafhed out 
of the ground by a fmall ftream, and are locally called 
11 Fairy pipes," the idea being that they are ufed by 
fairies under the Caftle. 

The ftream, which now has a channel, once fpread 
itfelf over the low ground forming the bed of the rivulet ; 
and the wafte or faulty pipes of the pottery adjoining 
this water (which would be ufeful in the mixing and wafli- 
ing), would be call into the ftream, as to-day is done at 
Brampton, and by it imbedded in the mud. 

The bowls of thefe pipes are fmall in diameter, and 
thick, and the items ftout. 

An old clay urn, of crude make, was found (1893) * n 
Town End while digging the foundation of a building 
(Portland Cafe), and is now in the poffeffion of Mr. A. 
Sykes. 
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Chalybeate Spa. 

jfiLOME two and a half miles from Bolfover Market 
& 1 Place, toward the end of the parifh, in the direction 
of Barlborough, is a mineral fpring of ftrong fulphurous 
properties. Sixteen feet from the fpring is the Spa Bath, 
built apparently about the year 1550 a.d., and repaired 
1890. The bath is fmall, being only fourteen feet long, 
nine feet broad, four and a half feet deep, and with a vary- 
ing depth of water. The date of the a6lual difcovery of 
the Spaw (as it is locally called and fpelt), and the earlieft 
medicinal ufe of its waters, are loft in obfcurity. 

The legend runs that a fow, being unwell, feeking a 
cure, by chance difcovered its falient qualities, and, rolling 
in its health-reftoring dream, was watched by the early 
inhabitants of Shuttlewood (as that portion of the parifh is 
named), who followed her example in times of ficknefs. 
This is faid to have taken place in very remote ages, 
about the fame time that the other fow difcovered the 
other waters at the City of Bath, in Somerfet. Pigs were 
difcerning creatures in thofe days. 

Thos. Short, in his " Hiftory of Mineral Waters," 1734, 
page 304 of copy at the Mufeum of Practical Geology, 
fays : — 

1 "Shuttlewood-Spaw, 
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11 Shuttlewood-Spaw, on the Common, between Bol- 
fover and Romeley, rifes up Weftward, out of a whitifh 
clay and Free ftone; and not far off, are Iron (tone and 
Coal, and at a little diftance Lime-ftone : But our Water 
is obliged to none of the three laft for its Principles, 
being impregnated only with a little Sulphur and Marine 
Salt. Sixteen Pints of this Water exhaTd, left half an 
Ounce of very white fediment, a 24th Part whereof was 
Earth. The fediment of this Water is to its Vehicle, as 
1 to 512. The fait diffolved, and fet to cryftallize was 
wholly Marine. However, this Spaw has been very fuc- 
cefsful in curing pimpled faces, Eruptions on the Skin, old 
Ulcers, Strangury; and by bathing in it, Lamenefs, Weak- 
nefs of the Joynts, Scab, &c. It is now made very 
convenient, the charitably difpofed Mr. Ch. Baffeldine of 
Clown having put down a fine fmall Bafon, enclofed the 
Spring, and made a Bath below, into which the Bafon 
empties itfelf, at his own Expences. The Water cradles 
Soap in a minute ; the Pidgeons about come to drink 
of it" 

James Pilkington, in his "View of Derbyfhire," 1789, 
fays : — 

" Shuttle wood bath is not covered in, or even enclofed 
with a wall, and the fituation being exceedingly incon- 
venient, it is feldom ufed, even by thofe who relide in 
the neighbourhood." 

The 
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The following is a copy of a Notice, dated alfo 1789, 
in the hands of Mr. John Adin, of Stanfree (1894): — 

"Manor of Bolfover June 1789. 

11 Whereas difputes have at Different times happened 
betwixt People going to Shuttlewood Spaw and the occu- 
pier of the Land through which a Footway was Awarded 
to the Spaw — Which difputes hath chiefly been occafioned 
for want of ftiles being kept up and fuch footway left 
as is proper — Notice is hereby given that if ftiles " (fie) 
"is not fet up, and fuch footway Diftinctly fet out, And 
all Encroachments about the fpaw removed of the Land 
Awarded to the Public Complaint will be made of fuch 
negleft and Encroachment in a Court where redrefs will 
be obtained For the Public." 

Here is what is left of a letter dated 1826, alfo in the 
hands (1894) of Mr. John Adin, from the Vicar of 
Chefterfield : — 

"Sir 

" I have received your letter and am exceedingly 
concerned to hear of the injury that has been done at 
Shuttlewood Spa. 

" I will fpeak to the Magiftrates who will, I dare fay, 
fuggeft the courfe moll proper to be purfued. In the 
mean time perhaps you will have the goodnefs to fearch 
the award, and fee whether any provifion be made for 

1 1 the 
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the repairs of the Bath, etc. The intereft you take in 
the preservation of that . . . " (a few lines are here 
torn off) "office which la.., now devolves on you, 

11 1 am Sir 

"Very truly yours 

11 1. Hill. 
"Chefterfield Aug. 4th 1826." 

A fpecial coach from Sheffield is faid to have once 
been run to and from Shuttle wood " Spaw." 

About half a mile from the bath is an old houfe known 
by the name of Homely Hall. Does this point to a 
Roman villa having been in this neighbourhood? Stan- 
free, about one mile diftant, is another name of poffible 
Roman origin. 



Odds 
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Odds and Ends. 

CL TA NFREE, a hamlet about two and a quarter miles 
^^ from Bolfover Market Place, is thought by fome to 
derive its name from the fact that though in a ftony neigh- 
bourhood, it is free from furface ftone : or it may have 
a Roman or Britifh origin. Iron feems to have been 
fmelted here in primitive ages ; and coal was worked fome 
500 years ago. Remains of the workings of both are 
found. The four roads meeting here are faid, by tradition 
to have once been main roads of England, and Stanfree 
to have been a fpecial meeting place. 

An Award was made of land in Bolfover, probably 
common moorland, in the fixteenth century. 

An Enclofure of common lands was made 1778. 
Old Houfes containing relics of intereft are — 
The Swan Inn. 
Dr. Coles' houfe, High Street, containing an ancient 

cellar. 
Mr. Pearce's houfe, High Street, the back portions 

and early brick fhed. 
Mr. Charles Hill's, High Street, wainfcotted room. 
Houfe near Vicarage, with dormer windows. 

In 
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In Hockley may be found remains of fixteenth and 

feventeenth century houfes. 
Wood houfe, bottom of Blind Lane. 

Bolfover gave the title of Baronefs Bolfover to the late 
ftep-mother of the prefent Duke of Portland (1894). 

The Parifh Stocks remained in ufe in the Market 
Place till about 1830, but have fince difappeared. 

Old Bell. — A feventeenth century bell, either belonging 
to the Church or town, is ftill rung by the crier, but kept 
at the Vicarage. 

Funeral ProceJJtons y by ancient cuftom, are formed ; a 
band of boys or girls being ready to carry the coffin. 
Thefe bands are condufted with the greateft order and 
reverence. 

Bolfover Stone has been greatly in demand in former 
years, as may be feen by the extenfive quarries. Portions 
of Southwell Cathedral (Norman work) and of the prefent 
or former Houfes of Parliament are built of Bolfover ftone. 

Steel Buckles, of good (hape and of great ftrength, were 
made formerly in Bolfover. 
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